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A WORD FROM CLARE

Where has the ‘fair go’ gone?

On rare occasions, the Sunday reading of the Parable of the Good Samaritan, which occurs once every three years, coincides with the Feast of St Benedict on July 11.  This year is one such time.

For the Sisters of the Good Samaritan of the Order of St Benedict, this is a day of double celebration which causes me to I ask myself: “What is it in the Parable story told by Jesus in the first century and the Rule written by Benedict in the fifth century that resonates one with the other?”  

Each of us could offer many responses, but for me, at this particular time, I think it has a lot to do with the biblical concept of hospitality: hospitality of heart and of action.

The parable is simply a story of true hospitality, of meeting the stranger who is wounded and not recoiling in fear but attending to the person with open and welcoming hands.  

There is no judgment or analysis of other’s so-called worthiness.  

It is a non-judgmental welcome, a caring response which seeks to heal and to make whole.  

In doing so, both people are enriched and become more humane and compassionate.

Benedict’s Rule has frequent references to welcoming the other, of seeing Christ in the other, whether it be in the sick, the guests, the pilgrims, but especially in the poor.  

Benedict expects the members of his community to show reverence to the other.  This calls for a profound respect, which places God at the centre of every encounter or relationship.

In current Australian politics, as we move nearer to a Federal election, the notion of hospitality towards the wounded, that is those who are fleeing their homelands because of fear of persecution and violence, doesn’t seem to hold any sway.  

Attitudes of harshness, judgmental righteousness and rejection seem to garner more votes among our populace than any kind of human respect.  Where has the ‘fair go’ gone?  

The politics of fear is self serving and lacks any sense of welcome or hospitality.  And this attitude leaves us as a community, a diminished people who are turned in upon ourselves, our narrowness and prejudice.

May we who strive to live our lives according to the Parable and the Rule not be so diminished. 

May we move out in confidence and in hope, and greet the stranger as another traveler, another human person, on the journey of life.  May we do so with genuine warmth and affection.  

May we work with other people of goodwill to overcome the politics of fear, narrowness and prejudice which mars our so called ethos of ‘ a fair go’. 

Surely we can step out confidently with generous spirits and widening hearts to those who most need our love.

