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Winter warmers: biographies, auto- biographies, memoirs and more ……
 
 

Creation and the cross: the mercy of God 
for a planet in peril (2018) 
By Elizabeth Johnson 
231.7 JOH 
Emulating the engaging writing style of 
the 11th century theologian, Anselm, this 
argument is constructed in the form of 
dialogue 

Sr. Elizabeth Johnson explores an alternative to Aselm’s 
influential and juridical theory of human and cosmic 
redemption.  She lays out the foundations in scripture, the 
teachings of Jesus and the early Church that emphasize 
the love and mercy of the living God that accompanies the 
world in its evolution. Johnson explains how this approach 
supports work for ecojustice.  
 

 
Caroline Chisholm: an irresistible force 
(2017) 
By Sarah Goldman 
361.2092 GOL 
A fresh, spirited and engaging biography of 
a fascinating and influential woman who 
was absolutely instrumental in shaping 

modern Australia but whose influence and importance has 
largely been forgotten.  
A long overdue, contemporary and lively reassessment of 
Caroline, which brings to life her spirited character, her  
modern relevance, her feminist credentials and her 
egalitarian spirit. 
 
 

 
 

Mrs. M: an imagined history (2107) 
By Luke Slattery 
823.4 SLA 
From one of Australia's foremost 
journalists, Luke Slattery, comes a rich 
novel of an imagined history of desire, 
ambition and dashed dreams, and a 
portrait of one passionate, 

unforgettable woman - Elizabeth Macquarie. 
The Macquaries fought for emancipation, fairness, and 
forgiveness as crucial components of justice, in the face of 
the cramped and brutal British vision for this place.’ 
-Anna Funder 
 
 

Reckoning: a memoir (2015) 
By Magda SZubanski 
790.2092 SZU 
Heartbreaking, joyous, traumatic, intimate 
and revelatory, Magda Szubanski, one of 
Australia’s most beloved performers, tells 
her story of self-discovery from a 
suburban childhood, haunted by the 

demons of her father’s espionage activities in wartime 
Poland and by her secret awareness of her sexuality, to 
the complex dramas of adulthood and her need to find out 
the truth about herself and her family.  
With courage and compassion she addresses her own 
frailties and fears, and asks the big questions about life, 
about the shadows we inherit and the gifts we pass on. 
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The bible in Australia: a cultural history  

(2018) 
By Meredith Lake 
218 LAK 
This is the story of the Bible in Australia, 
from the convict era to the Mabo land 
rights campaign, Nick Cave, the Bra Boys, 

and beyond. Thought to be everything from the word of 
God to a resented imposition, the Bible has been debated, 
painted, rejected, translated, read, gossiped about, 
preached, and even tattooed.  
Meredith Lake offers an innovative and new perspective 
on Christianity and its changing role in our society 
 

 
Your atomic self: the invisible elements 
that connect you to everything in the 
universe (2014) 
By Curt Stager 
530 STA 
Scientist Curt Stager reveals how atoms 
connect you to some of the most amazing 

things in the universe. - fire, water, air, trees, oceans, the 
stars, sky and more. You will also discover that much of 
what death must inevitably do to your body is already 
happening among many of your atoms at this very 
moment and that, nonetheless, you and everyone else you 
know will always exist somewhere in the fabric of the 
universe. 
You are atoms, and this book is an atomic field guide to 
yourself. 

 
Icons: the essential collection (2016) 
By Sr. Faith Riccio 
246.53 RIC 
This lovely little gift book about 
approaching and praying with icons 
everyday has over 60 full color images of 
Sr. Faith’s icons, each paired with a 
scripture and an inspirational word. 

Experience how these beautiful icons help us live a good 
life, what they have to offer, what they did for Sr. Faith, 
and what they can do for you. 
 

Standing together in the community 
of God: liturgical spirituality and the 
presence of Christ (2011) 
By Paul A. Janowiak 
264.02 JAN 
We are here on earth not to guard a 
museum but to cultivate a garden 
flourishing with life and promised to a 

glorious future, (John XXIII). 
Standing Together in the Community of God affirms that 
we need not look back; the Sacred Mysteries are already in 
our midst. Praising God for God’s saving acts in Jesus, we 
encounter Christ s sacramental presence in four modes: in 
the person of the priest who gathers the community into 
communion, in the elements and actions of the 
sacraments, in the word proclaimed and preached, and in 
the assembly praying and singing  
 

 
The Francis effect 11: 
praised be you on care for 
our common home (2015) 
Published by Catholic 
Mission, Catholic Religious 
Australia and Catholic Earth 
care Australia 
Twelve prominent Catholic 

leaders from various sectors and ministries of the 
Australian Church offer their perspectives on Pope Francis’ 
encyclical Laudato Si'. 
With its focus on ecology and creation, this book offers 
readers insight and challenges us to what Pope Francis 
calls “the greatest moral challenge of our time.”  
 

 
Teaching – the sacred art: the joy of 
opening minds & hearts (2015) 
By Rev. Jane E. Vennard 
371.102 VEN 
Teaching- the sacred art is an exploration 
of the hopes, fears, joys, frustrations, gifts 
and limitations that influence teachers of 
all kinds every day. It shares stories of 

many teachers in conventional and unconventional 
settings, reflection questions, practices and activities to 
help you reinvigorate your passion for your vocation, your 
students and your subject. 

 
Woman, religion & spirituality in Asia 
(2004) 
By Sr. Mary John Mananzan, OSB 
200.82 MAN 
Sr. Mary John Mananzan’s main objective 
is to show the impact of the 
institutionalised religions of Asia on 
women. She discusses how the scriptures 

and writings of world religions speak of women and how 
their elements can be both liberating and oppressive in 
the daily lives of Asian women. Sr Mary John dedicates this 
book to the women theologians in various religious 
traditions of the world in their efforts to make religion 
work for, not against, women.  
 

Tracker: stories of Tracker Tilmouth 
(2017) 
By Alexis Wright  
361.209 WRI 
Miles Franklin Award-winning novelist 
Alexis Wright has written a collective 
memoir of the charismatic Aboriginal 
leader, political thinker, and entrepreneur, 

Tracker Tilmouth. He worked tirelessly for Aboriginal self-
determination, creating opportunities for land use and 
economic development in his many roles, including 
Director of the Central Land Council, NT. 
This memoir is as much a tribute to the powerful role 
played by storytelling in contemporary Aboriginal life as it 
is to the legacy of a remarkable man. 
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