
Good News Stories from Australia

SAFEGUARDING ANNUAL UPDATE

This year, the Education and Formation Program in Australia 
has been well supported. Earlier in the year, I had the 
opportunity to meet with each state-based Health and 
Wellbeing (HWB) Team to discuss the values they bring to 
their roles as caregivers and nurses and how these in󹀹uence 
the way they work. Each state identi󹀼ed its top 󹀼ve values, 
with several common values across the three 
teams, such as Compassion, Respect and Empathy. 
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During the HWB Formation Day 
in October, the entire team built 
on this foundation by exploring 
the skill of re󹀹ective practice. 
Bernadette Hally, Director HWB, 
gifted each team member a 
journal to encourage the use of 
this skill as an active recognition 
of their commitment to 
safeguarding.

Sisters of the Good Samaritan of the Order of St Benedict

by Anita Biddle, Safeguarding Coordinator

Right (L-R): Christine, Maree, Sr Mary and 
Maria take part in a HWB team 'values' 
activity.



Safeguarding Education & Formation continued...
The Sisters continue to enhance their understanding of safeguarding 
through webinars and self-directed learning modules. Australia Catholic 
Safeguarding Ltd offered several engaging webinars, including: 
Safeguarding Wellbeing: Strategies for Resilience and Support; 
Safeguarding & Disability; Vulnerability – A Dynamic Concept; Safeguarding 
Elders; Modern Slavery; Integrity in Common Mission; and Pastoral 
Supervision in Practice. Additionally, the Congregation invited Sisters 
holding a valid Working with Children Check to refresh their knowledge of 
their legislative responsibilities related to Mandatory Reporting.
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This year, the Safeguarding 
Policy was reviewed by the 
Safeguarding Advisory Group, 
chaired by Sr. Veronica Hoey, 
and was subsequently approved 
by the Superior and Council. An 
easy-read version was also 
updated and published. Sta� 
members had the opportunity 
to discuss the Policy and 
declare their commitment to 
safeguarding, a pledge that was 
accepted by all.

The Safeguarding Policy and 
Safeguarding Complaints Handling 
Policy are both public documents. 
They are available from the Sisters 
of the Good Samaritan Webpage. 
Click here to access. 

 They discussed the term "adults at risk" and considered the risky behaviours that 
could cause harm in an Oblate context. Additionally, they identi󹀼ed actions and 
practices that promote a safe environment, which are outlined in the Code of Practice.
Further, the Oblate Leadership Team (OLT) requested the addition of a Safeguarding 
Module to the Oblate Candidacy Program. I was excited to draft this module, which 
has been accepted by the OLT.

The Oblates, under the guidance of 
their Local Coordinator, took time 
to re󹀹ect on the importance of 
safety within their local group.    

https://www.goodsams.org.au/contact/protection-of-children-young-people-and-adults-at-risk/safeguarding-policies/
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In last year's annual update, I commented that the 󹀼nal Audit report by 
Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd indicated that the Sisters of the Good 
Samaritan had successfully implemented all relevant indicators of the 
National Catholic Safeguarding Standards in their operations. The auditor 
provided four recommendations. Three of these recommendations have been 
fully implemented, while the 󹀼nal one is expected to be completed by early 
2026.

The concept of safeguarding is deeply ingrained in the Congregation's culture. 
It is apparent in the operations and practices of Sisters, Oblates and staff. I 
heard a great quote recently, "culture eats policy for breakfast!" This 
statement rings true. While we do have established policies, their 
effectiveness relies heavily on our community members' commitment to 
prioritising safeguarding. Without their support and understanding of its 
importance, we could not con󹀼dently assert that safeguarding is everyone's 
responsibility.

Sr. Donna Ferrer, the Safeguarding Coordinator in the Philippines, has 
joined the SGS Safeguarding Community of Practice, which includes me 
and Sr. Taabeia Ibouri, the Safeguarding Coordinator in Kiribati. Last 
year, Sr. Anne Dixon, who ministers in the Philippines, was part of the 
group while Sr. Donna was on a 12-month study leave. We thank Anne for 
her commitment  during this time. Donna Webb, Safeguarding Central, 
continues to facilitate the Community of Practice. We have met three 
times this year via Zoom, and our discussions have delved deeply into 
various aspects of safeguarding. We have focused on the topics of Risk 
Management, Safeguarding Adults at Risk, Organisational Culture and 
Improvement Planning.

Safeguarding Culture



Good News Stories from the Philippines

Safeguarding Education
An echo seminar on safeguarding entitled 
'Safeguarding children and family' was 
presented to the parents and guardians of 
the students at the Good Samaritan Kinder 
School on 3 October 2025.

Safeguarding Advocacy
The photos below show our posters displayed at the Good 
Samaritan Outreach Center and Kinder School providing a message 
of safety.
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by Donna Ferrer sgs, Safeguarding Coordinator

The seminar was presented by Erica Facundo, Agnes Bargo & Glecy Tocama.



Basic Orientation Workshop on Safeguarding 
Children and Vulnerable Persons (BOWS)

BOWS is a formation training program facilitated by the Catholic 
Safeguarding Institute, Philippines. The program provides the essential 
knowledge and skills for the work of safeguarding. It is a five day 
program equipping participants to recognise potential abuse, understand 
their responsibility to report concerns and take appropriate action. The 
program also addresses the importance of maintaining a person centered 
approach. Three lay members of the Good Samaritan community attended the 
program. They presented a safeguarding seminar to the Kinder School 
community (see page 4 for more information).
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Above (L to R): Erica Facundo, Glecy Tocama & Agnes Bargo



Canon Law and Safeguarding
Sister Germia Tocama and I attended three online sessions delivered by 
Tutela Minorum, Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors. The 
sessions covered the topics of Sexual Abuse, Vos Estis Lux Mundi and the 
Penal Code and the Extra Judicial Process all in relation to the Code of 
Canon Law.
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Above: Here I am with other religious of the Philippines 
attending the workshop series by Br Brendan Geary.

Sexual Dynamics, Safeguarding and Religious Life
I attended a workshop series presented by Br Brendan Geary, FMS, PhD. 
The interactive workshops provided key insights on safeguarding issues 
that impact ministry and community life, new data from research on 
sexual offending by celibates and essential considerations on 
safeguarding in religious formation.

Lastly, an echo seminar on 
safeguarding youth and 

family will be presented to 
our scholars and their 

parents in early December.



Good News Stories from Kiribati

Safeguarding Education and Formation
In September this year, I delivered a small conversation with the 
Sisters about the difference between the Code of Practice and our 
Safeguarding Policy. I also discussed with them some frequently asked 
questions such as:
• Why do we need a Safeguarding Policy?
• What do we mean by "child"?
• What do we mean by "adult at risk"?
I presented some examples of adults at risk in our own context, and 
some Sisters shared their experience of adults at risk in their 
ministries. We also talked about the procedures of induction and 
reporting for the teachers and parents at our Early Childhood Centre, 
in the Abaokoro community.
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by Taabeia Ibouri sgs, Safeguarding Coordinator

Above & Right:Kiribati Sisters and 
Safe Policy written in I-Kiribati 
language.


